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maa army on paln of an instant dec.
faration of war.  Startlel as they were
by the suddenness with which this ter-
rifie war cloud had risen on the Eastern
horigon, the leaders of the nation ral-
tisd round the King in his resolution to
the damand and to prepure for
resistance  They were aware of the
danger which would confront the elvilian
ulation of tha country If it were
tempted to take part in the work of na-
wonal defance. Orders were accordingly
igued by the civil governors of prov-
Jces, and by the burgomasters pf towns,
that the civilian iphabitants were 10
jake no part in hostilities and to offer
ne provocation to the Invaders. That
no excuse might be furnished for nme-

verities, the population of many tin-
portant towns were instructed to sur-
render all firearms into the Yands of

the local ofMicials,

Thin happened on August 2 On the
svening of August 3 the German troops
croased tha frontler. The storm burst
so suddenly that selther party had time
1o adjust it mind to the situation. The
Germans seem 10 have expected an easy
passage  The Belgian population, neves
dreaming of an a‘tack, were startled
and stupefied

Villages Pillnged and Rorned,

On August 4 the roads converging
upon Liege from northeast, east and
pouth wera covered with Germun eath s
Head Husears and Uhlans pressing for-
ward to reize the passage over the
Meuse. From the very beginning of the
operations the civillan population of the
villages hing upon the line of the Ger.
man advance wers made to experience
the extrems horrors of war. *“On tha
ith of August.” says one witness, “at
Herve” (a villnge not far from the
frontier), “1 saw at about 2 o'clock in
the afternoon, near the station, five
Uhlans; these were the Arst German
troops | had sren. They were followed
by & German officer and msome soldiers
in & motor car. Tha men in the car
called out to a couple of young fellows
who were atanding about thirty yards
away. The voung men, being afraid,
ran off and then the Germans fired and
killed ons of them named D—weu™ The
murder of this innocent fugitive civilian
was & prelude to the burning and pillage
of Herve and of other villages in the
nelghborhood, 10 the indiscriminate
shooting of civillans of hoth sexes and
to the arganized military execution of
batches of selected males Thus at
Herve rome fifty men escaping from the
burning houses werea seized. taken outs
side the town and shot At Melen, a
tamlet west of Herve, foriy men were
thot. In one household alone the father
and mother (names given) were shot,
the daughter died after heing repeatedh

outraged and the gon aas wounded
Nor were children exempt ‘About Au-
gumt 4.7 savs one witness, “near Vottem
we were pursuing some [Uhlans 1 saw
aman, a woman and a girl about 9 who
had been killed They were on the
threshold of a house, one on the top of

as if they
the

the other,
one after
escape.

had been shot down,
other. as they tried to

Cihvillans Slaughtered.
The

nelghborhood
ter civilians, such as oceurred at
Herve, Micherotix and Roumagne, ap-
pear to bhe connected with the exaspera-
tion cauged by the resistance of Fort
Fleron, whose guns barred the main
road from Alx la Chapelle to Liege
Enrage] by the losseg which they had

burning of the villages
and the

this

n

of

sustained, suspicious of the temper of | from the very outbreak of the war,

the
thinking

population and
hy exceptional

civilian
that

probahly
meverities

of the Relgian nation, the German of-
and men spesdily  aceustomed
themselves to the slaughter of civi'lans
How rapldiy the process was effected is

ficers

wholesale slaugh- |

| tion were

| “We crossed the Belglan frontier on 1ith
at the outset they could cow the spirlt | o000 1814, at »1:50 in the forenoon,

illustrated by an entry in the diary of
Kurt Hoffman, a one year's man in the
Firet Jagers, who on August [ was in
front of Fort Fleron. He (llustra‘es
hin story by a sketeh map.  “The posi-
tion, he =ayvs, “was dangerous AR |
suspleious eivilians were hanging about !

houses 1, 2. 3. 4, 6 were clearsd, the

tand shot the following
Suddenly village A was fired ut
mt of bursts our baggage train, and
the fourth company of the
enth Hegiment, whp had lost their
and bheen shelled by our own ar-
From the point IDP. (shown in
Mary) 1 shoot a clvillan with rifle at
400 meters glap through the hend, ns we
afterwards ascertalned.’” Within a few
hours, Hoffman, while Iin house 3, was
himself under fire from his own com-
ades and narrowly escaped being killed,
A\ German, ignorant that house 3 had
heen occupied, reported, as was the fact,
that he had been fired upon from that
house.
field patrol ,and falled to give
counteraign. Hoffman continues: ““Ten
minutes later, people approach who are
talking exoftedly—apparently Germans.
I call out "Halt, who's there? Suddenly
rapid fire i@ opened upon us, which I
can only escape by quickly jumping .n
one slde—with bullets and fragments of
wall and pleces of ss flylng around
me. I call out ‘Halt, here Fileld Patrol.’
Then it stops, and there appears Lisut.
Momer with three platoons. A man
has reported that he had been shot at
out of our house; no wonder, If he does
not give the countersign.” The entry,
though dated August the bth, was evi-
dently written on the 6th or later,

wWhners arrested
av)

Twenty-

He had been challenged by ::.‘
the |

volver in hand. The houss of a witness,
which contained valuables of this kind,
was protected for a time by a notice
poxled on the door by officers. This
notice™hus been produced to the com-
niittee,  After the removal of the val-
uables this house also was burned.

I'riest and Bargomaster Shot.

Gierman moldiers had arrived on the
15th at Blegny Trembleur and selzed n
Quantity of wine. On the 18th prisoners
Were taken: four, Including the pricst
and the burgonaster, were shot. On the
sutie day 200 (mo-called) hostages wera
seized at Flemalle and marched off.
There they were told that unless Fort
Flemalle suriendered by noon they
wouuid be shot It did suriender and
tiiey were releaned.

Entries in a German dlary show that
on the 19th the German soldlers EAve
themselves up (o debauchery In the
ftreein of Liege, and on the night of the
20th (Thursday ) & massacre took place
i the streets, Leginuing near the Cafe
Carpentier, at which there Is sald 1o
Fave been a dinuer attended by Hussian
and other students. A proclamation is-
sued by General Kolewe on the following
day gave the terman version of the af-
fair, which was that his troops had been
0oed on by Hussinn studenis ‘Ihe diary
stites that in the night the inhabitants

of Liege became mutinous and that fifty |

persuone weie shot. The Helglan wit«
nesses vehemently deny that there had
been any provocation given, some stat-
Ing that many German wsoldiars were
drunk, others giving evidence which in-
dicates that the afair was planned be-
forehand. It is stated that at 6 o'clock
In the evening, long before the shooting.
a citizen wns warned by a friendly Ger-
man soldier not to go out that night.
Though the cause of the massacre 18
In dispute, the results are kn#wn with
vertainty The Hue des Pitteurs and
houses in the PMace de I'Universite and
the Qual des Pecheurs were systemati-
callv fired with benzine, and many in-
habltants were burned alive In their

houses, thelr efforts to escape being pre- |

vented by rifle fire. Twenty people were
shot while trying to escape before the |
eves of one of the witnesses The
Liege Fire Brigade turned out but was
not allowed to extinguish the fire. Iis
carts, however, were usefully emploved
in removing heaps of civillan corpses to
the Town Hall The fire burned on
through the night and the murders --un-{
tinued on the following day, the 21st

Thirty-two civilians were kllled an that
duy In the Place de 1'U'niversite alone,
nnd a witness states that this was fol- |
lowed by the rape In open day of Af- )
teen or twenty women on tables in the
wuare iteelf |

Ontrages Throaghont Distreler, i

No depositions are hefore us uh'-'h"

deal with events In the ecity of Liege | the whole of the diatriet round the sta- ||

after this date. Outrages, however, con- |
tinued In various places in the province. |

For example. on or about the 2ist of
August, al Pepinster, two withessea wers |
sciged as hostuges and were threatened, |
together with five others, that unless
they could discover a eivillan who was
alleged to have shot a soldier in the leg,
they would be shot themselves They
escaped their fate because one of the
hostages convinced the ofMcer that the
alleged shooting, If it took place at all,
took place it the Commune of Cornesse
and not that of Pepinster, whereupon the
Burgomaster of Cornesse, who was old
and very deaf, was shot forthwith

The outrages on the civillan popula-
not confined to the villages
mentioned above, hut appear to have
heen general throughout this distriet

An entry in ona of the diaries pays:
and then we went steadily along the

main road till we got into Heigium
Hardly were we there when we had a

| and
| ravaged unchecRed
{ierman diaries in the Appendix will glve
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that eeveral thousand Oearmans en-
tered the town and made arrangements
| to spend the night there Thus, on
| the evening on the 18th August a large
body of German troopa were In posses-
slon of the town, which they had en-
| tered without any resistance on the
part of the allled armies or of the ci-
villan population

Slaughter Continued Two Hours.

About 4:30 o'clock on the next after-
| noon shots were fired from the left bank

yof the Meuse and replied to by the Ger-
| mana
| Andenne had been

The villags of
Isolated from the
district on the left bank of the Meuse
by the destruction of the bridge, and
there !s nothing to suggest that the
firing on the left came from the In-
habitants of Andenna Almost Imme-
dintely, however, the slaughter of these
inhabitan:'®s began and continued for

in  Andenne.

| over two honrs and intermittently during
| the night

Machine guns were brought
into play The Gierman troops were
sald to be for the most part drunk
they eertainly murdersd and
A reference to the

the' extent to which the
up to drink through

Iden
gave

some
army

of
Iteell

i the month of August

When the fire slackena! about 7
o'clock many of the townspeople fled in

the direction of the gquarries, others re.

malined in their houses. At this moment
tion was on fire and houses e flam- |
ing over a distance of two kilometers In

the direction of the hamlet of Tramaka
The little farms which rise one above
the other on the high ground of the
right bank were also burning

At f o'clock on the following morning,
the 218, the Giermans began to drag the
inhabitants from their houses Men,
women and children were driven Into
the square where the sexes Were sepi-
rated. Three men were then shot and a
tourth was bayonetted A German
Colonel was present whoss intention in
the first

all the men. A voung German girl who

had been ataying in 1le neghborhood
interceded with him, and after some
parleying some of the pisoners were
picked out, taken to the banks o' the
Meuse and there shot. The Colonel ae-
cused the population of tiring on the

«oldiers, but there is no reason

thkat any of them had domn
inguiry appears to have oo n
About 400 people lost then Tves an |

this massacre, some on the banks of the

place appeared to he to shoot |
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given) who were looking at the Ger-
an moldlers were killed before her
eves for no apparent reason. The prin
cipal massacre at Tamines took place
about August the 23rd A witness de-
gcrihes how he saw the public mquare
littered with corpses, and after a search
found those of his wife and child, a Iittle

girl of meven
Another witness, who lived near
Tamines, went Wdiare on August 27, and

save “It 1a abmolutely destroyed and
a mass of ruina”

At Morlanwelz, about this time, the
Hritish army, together with soms French
cavalry, wersa compelled to retire before
the German troops. Tha latter took
the burgomaster and his man servant
| prisoner and =hot them both in front of
| the Hotel de Ville at Peronne ( Belgium),
where the bodies were left in the sireet

horrible sight Houses were burned "\“."::5"_1‘:h:(\:.':h:i“’“;:“_"?::‘ :.::‘::»-ILS:""' forty-elght hours The usual ac-
down, the inhabitants chased away and of the houses where they Lad taken | CUsAtion of firing by civillans aan\mn-ln
some of them shot. Not une of the hun- refuge Eight men llPil)T:ﬁil.K to one| It e n."u:nuuu-iy dented by the lw.lnr!n,
dreds of houses were mpared. Every-|, o were imurdered Another man nl:-l u-..‘.l'v-'.‘ll:o‘t tfm;r;o f‘-'.f,::,:;.d.'-'.)r?
thing was plundered and burned Nurdl_vlwn. placed close to a machine gun before .m!.t:...\ll :l." 'l':u;l BANE Gley
had we passed throngh this large village | 00 "0 0 fired through him. His wife | 1HArs 1 ‘""-."l <,‘- g g
before the next village was burned, and | brought kis body home on a wheeal- ;l.ml"' .1. -l.i; u|r- :’ ‘“r!- -'-‘|1Inlr ’.‘:1 My
80 it went on continuously. On the 18th [0 o0 The Germans broke into her ' 10w on ;‘:51 l‘-n\"ti: and that this
of August, 1914, the large village of 40,0, 4nd ransacked it and piled up all "' ler s 31 yee “m l| w -}'Il e
Barchon was burned down.  On thel e earahles in a heap on the floor and | 100 \‘1"’. nu-sur-ambre on the 2ist
sgame day we crossed the bridge over the | ajaved themselves upon it, : babbo l-'.”'iru A1y ff s el
Meuge at 11:50 in the morning. We then | o hajrdresser was murdered fn his ©F AU i B """"‘ mr"“!"" nd "‘_ thae
arrived at the town of Wandre. Here| yjichen whers he was sitting with a ! 18 “”:.-" ¥ 1:'. P "-sr ";~:'| hot "{-
the houses were spared, but everything ! child on each knee. A paralvtic was ‘\.},-.-. ,wl :. :“ !rwr ‘h'mln,ho r‘-‘. ot r\:
wins examined At last we were out of | jnuprdered in his garden After this -hw -viln...{lrc o n‘l"ung ;‘M .r!‘!lfmn '.“w
the town and everything went in ruins. ' came the general sack of the town | 70us® _T“""‘n“ was sh P
In one house a whole collectio of weap-| Many of the inhabitants who escaped ither was compelled to stand clo

because the writer refers to the sus-|

plefous civilians as having been shot
on that day
of what offence these civilians wers
guilty, and there is no positive evidence
to eonnect their slaughter with the re-
port made by the German who had besn
fired on by his comrades, They were
“suspicious” and that was enough,

Systematie Fxecutlions.

The mystematic execution of civilians,
which In some cases, as the diary just
cited shows, was founded on a genuine

Hoffman does no' indicate |

mistake, was given a wide extension
through the province of Liege In
*oumagne and Micheroux very many
tvillane were summarlly shot In a!

fisld belonging to a man named E
o8 or 67 were put to death. A German
officer sald: “You have shot at us."” One
of the viliagers asked to be allowed to
speak, and sald: “If you think these
prople fired, kill me, but let them go.”
The answer was three volleys. The sur-
vivors were bayonetted. Their corpses

ware seen In the fleld that night by an-
other witness. One at least had been
mutilated. These were not the cniy

Vietims In Soumagne. The eye witness
of the massacre saw, on his way home,
0 bodies, one that of a young girl of
13, Another witness saw 19

n & meadow,

At Hlegny Trembleur, on the &th,
kome civilians were captured by Ger-
man solijers, who took steps (o put
them to death forthwith, but were re-
strained by the arrival of an officer.

The prisoners subsequently were taken
off to Battice and five were ghot in a
fleld. No reason was assigned for their
murder,

In the meantime house burners were

work, On the 6th Battice was
testroyed in part. From the Eth to the
10th over 300 houses were burned at
Herve, while mounted men shot Into
doors and windows to prevent the es-
cape of the Inhabitants.

At Heure le Romain on or about the

of August all the male Inhabitants,
{noluding some bedridden old men, were
Imprisoned in the church. The burgo-
Mmaster's brother and the priest were
bayonetted. '

On or about the 14th and 16th the
village of Vise was completely destroyed,
Officers directed the Incendiaries, who
worked methodically with bensine.

Antiques and china were removed from
the houses, before their destruction, by
officers, who guarded the plunder

re-

corpses |

ons was found The Iinhabitants with-
out exception were hrought out and shot,
This shooting was heart hreaking as|
they all knelt down and prayed, but that
was no ground for mercy. A few shots |
rang out and they fell back Into the |
green grass and slept forever™ [“Die |
Einwohner wurden samt und sonders
herausgeholt und erschossen: aber
dleses Erschiessen war direkt herzzer-
relsend wie sle alle knieben und beteten,
aher dies half kein Erbarmen. Ein paar
Schilase krackten und die flelen rtick-
lings in das grilne Gras und verschllefen
fir immer."]

VALLEYS OF MEUSE AND

SAMBRE.

While the First Army, under the com-
mand of Gen. Alexander von Kluck,
was mastering the passages of the
Meuse between Vise and Namur, and
carrying out the scheme of devastation
which has already heen described, de-
tnchments of the Second German
Army, under Gen. von Bulow, were
proceeding up the Meuse valley to-
wards Namur On Wednesday, Au-
gust the 12th, the town of Huy, which
stands half way between Namur and
Liege, was seized. On Aug. 20, German
guns opened fire on Namur itself. Three
days lnter the ecity was evacuated by
its defenders, and the Germans pro-
ceeded along the valley of the Sambre
through Tamines and Charlerol to Mons
Meanwhile a force under Gen. von
Hausen had advanced upon Dinant, by
l.aroche, Marche and Achene, and on
Aug. 16, made an unsuccessful assault
upon that town, A few days later the
attuck was renewed and with success,
.d, Dinant captured, Von Hausen's
army streamed into France by Bou-
vines and Rethel, firing and looting the
villages and shooting the inhabitants as
they passed through,

The evidence with regard to the Prov-
inee of Namur s less voluminous than
hat relating to the north of Belgium,
This is largely due to the fact that
the testimony of soldiers (s seldom

valluble, as the towns and villuges
onee oceupled by the Germans were
geldom reoccupled by the opposing troops
and the number of refugees who have
reached England from the Namur dis-
trict is comparatively small

Andenne Is a small town on the
Meuse between Liege and Namur, lying
opposite the villaga of Sellles (with
which it ils connected by a bridge over
the river), and was one of the earlier
places reached on the German advance
up the Meuse. In order to understapd
the story of the massacre which ocurred
there on Thursday, Aug. 20, the follow-
ing facts should be borns In mind: The
German advance was hotly contested
by Belgian and French troops on the
left bank of the Meuse on the heights
of Selllen. At 8 A. M. on the nineteenth
the Belgians found further reaistance
impossible in the district, and retired un-
der shelter of the forts of Namur. As
they retired they blew up Andenne bridge.
The first Germans arrived In Andenne at
about 10 A. M., when ten or twelve
Uhlans rode into the town. They went
to the bridge and found it was destroyed.

after

the massacre were Kept as prisoners and
compelled to clear the housen of corpaes
and bury them in trenches, These pris-
used

the feet of his son's corpse and to fix
his evea upon him while he himsalf was
sho The corpse of the young man =hot

the garden was carrled Into tha house

oners were subsequently an A | ' f P
shelter and protection for & pontoon | and put on a bed . T'h'n ““|‘r maort " [ 4
H | t J HE 1 v F T ! enrns
bridge which the Germans had built | the e mat n”unkm' w ;:- a .m . iTI:
across the river and were mo used to | WAs When they found It was in .
prevent the Belgian forts from firing | house they fetched straw, packed It
upon It round tha bed on which the corp:e was

Seldiers Hold Fete Nectarae.

A few dayn Iater the Germans cele-
brated a Fete Nocturns in the square
Hot wine, looted In the town, was drunk
and the women were compelled to give
three cheers for the Kalser and to aing
“Deutschland uber Alles."

The fAght around Namur was accom-
panied by aporadic outrages. Near
Marchovalette wounded men wers mur-
dered In a farm by German soldiers.
The farm was set on fira. A German
cavalryman rode away holding in front
of him ona of the farmer's daughters
eryving and dighevelled.

At Temploux on August 23 a pro-
fessor of modern languages at the Col-
lege of Namur was shot at his front
door by a German ofcer. Hefora he
died he naked the officer the reason for
this brutailty, and the officer -replied
that he had lost his temper because
some civillans had fired upon the Ger-
mans as they entered the village. This
allegation was not proved. The RBel-
gian army was still operating iIn the
di=triet, and It may well be that It
was from them that the shota In ques-
tion proceeded., After the murder the
house was burned.

On August 24 and 15 maasaores were
earried out at Surlce, In which many
persons belongigg to the professlonal
classes as well as others were killed.

Namur was entered on August 24,
The troops signalled thelr entry by fir-
ing on a crowd of 160 unarmed, unre-
sisting civilians, ten alons of whom es-
caped.

A witneas of good standing who was
In Namur deacribes how the town was
set on fira systematically In six differ-
ent places. As the Inhabitanta fled from
the burning houses they were shot by
the German troops. Not less than 140
houses were burnt,

On the 25th the hospital at Namur
was set on fire with Inflammable pas-
tilles, the pretext being that soldiers In
the hospital had fired upon the Ger-
mans,

At Denee, on the 28th of August, a
Belgian soldier who had been taken
prisoner saw three civillan fellow pris-
oners shot. One was a cripple and an-
other an old man of elghty who was
paralyzed. It was alleged by two Ger-
man soldiers that these men had shot
At them with rifles. Neither of them
had rifiles, nor had they anything In
thelr pockets. The witness actually saw
the Germans msearch them and nothing
was found,

Charlerol Distriet.

In Tamines, a large village on the
Meuse between Namur and Charlerol,
the advanced guard of the German army
appeared in the first fortnight in Aug-
ust, and in this as well as In other
villages In the district it Is proved that
a Iarge number of civillans, among
them aged people, women and chil-
dren, were dellberately killed by the
soldiers. One witness describes how
she saw a Belgian boy of fifteen shot
on the village green at Tamines, and &
day or two later on the same green a

They then retired, but returned about
balf and bour afterward. BSoon

little girl and her twe brothers (name
&
-,'.'H‘_A.; . v, % BN

lying and set fire to it and burnt the
house down, A great many houses were
burnt in Monceau,

Hostages Used as Shield.

A vivid pleture of the evants at Mon-
tigny-sur-Sambre has been given by a
witneas of high standing who had ex-
ceptional opportunities of obaervation,
In the early morning of Raturday,
August 22, Uhlans reached Montigny.
The French army was about 4 kilo-

were a detachment of French
150 to 200 strong lylng in am-
bush., At about 1:30 the main bhody of
the German army began to Aarrive
Marching with them were two groups
of so-called hostages, ahbout 400 in all
Of these 300 wera surrounded with a

lage
ahbout

The French troopa In ambush
opened fire and immedintely the Ger-
mans commenced to destroy the town
Incendiaries with a distinctive badge on
thelr arm went down the maln stregt
throwing handfuls of Inflammatory and
explosive pastilies Into the houses, These
pastilles were carried by them in bags,
and tn this way about 130 houses were
| destroyed In By

men

the main street,

1 10:30 1. M, some 200 more hostages had
| heen collected, These were drawn from
Montigny itself, and on that night

‘ulmur fifty men, women and children
were placed on the bridge over
Sambre and kept there all night., The
bridge was similarly guarded for a day
or two, apparently elther from a fear
that !t was mined or In the bellef that
these men, women and children would
afford some protection to the Germans
in the event of the French attempting
to storm the bridge. At one period of
the German occupation of Montizny,
elght nuns of the Order of Ste. Maria
were captives on the bridee, House
burning was accompanied by murder,
and on the Monday morning twenty-
seven clvillans from one parish alone
were seen lying dead In the hospital.

Other outrages committed at Jumet,
BoufMoulx, Charlerol, Marchlennes-au-
Pont, Coufllet and Maubeuge are de-
scribed Iin the depositions gliven In the
Appendix.

Dinant.

A clear statement of the outrages at
Dinant, which many travellers will re-
call as a singvlarly picturesque town on
the Meuse, is given by one witness, who
says that the Germans bhegan burning
houses in the Rue St. Jacques on the
21#t of August and that every house in
the street was burned. On the following
day an ‘engagement took place between
the French and the Germans, and the
witness spent the whole day in the cellar
of a bank with his wife and children.
On the morning of the 234, ahout b
o'clock, Airing ceased, and almost imme-
diately afterward a party of German-
came to the house. They rang the hell
and began to batter at the door and
windows. The witness's wife went to
the door and two or thres GGermana came
in. The famlly were ordered out into

|
[

|

1

the street There they found another
family, and the two families wera driven

with their hands above thalr heads
wiong the Rue Grande All tha houses
in the stresat were bHurning. The party

wan eventually put into a forga where
there wara a number of othar prisoners,
about a hundred In all, and ware kept
there from 11 AL M. ti11 2 P. M. They
wers then taken to the prison. There
thay were assambled in A courtyard and
searched. No arma were found They
were then passed through Into the prison
{teelf and put Into cells The witness
and his wifsa wers separated from each
athar. During the next hour the witness
heard rifla shota continually and no-
ticed in the corner of & courtyard lead-

Ing off the row of <ells the hody of a
yvoung man with a mantle thrown over
It  He recognized the mantia as having

belonged to his wife The witness's
daughter waas nllowed to gn out ta mes
what had happened to her mother, and
the witness himself was allowed e
across the courtvard half an hour after-
ward for tha sama purposs Ha found
his wife lving on the ‘n a room
She had bullet wounds in four places
but was allve and told ber hushand to
re'urn to the iren, snd he 414

tn

"

ch &0

120 Bodien of Clivilianas,
About [ o'cloek In the sve
the Germans bringing out all the voung

ing he maw |

and middle aged men from the eells and
ranging thelr prisoners to the number
of forty in three rows In » middle of |

the courtyvard About
wera Arawn up opposite
thing dones 1t}

twenty

but before anyv-

fiermans

Was # WIS A remendouys
fusillada from some point near the
rison and the ecivillans wersa hurrie!

back to their cells
the same forty men were brought back
into the courtyard. Almost Immediately
there was a mecond fusillade
first and they wers driven back to the
cells again. About 7 o'clook ths wit-
ness and other prisoners wera brought
out of their cells and marched out of
tha prison. They went batwean two lines
of troops to Roche Bayard, about a kilo-
meter AWAY.

and echildren wers separated and the

| prisoners were brought back to Dinant,

meters away, but on a hill near the vil- |

rope held by the front, rear and outside |

the |

R P VT, 0 S

passing the prison on thelr way  Just
outside the prison the witness sanw three
lines of bodies which he recognized as
heing those of nelghbars They were
nearly all dead, but he notlesd move-
ment in some of them Thera were
about 120 bodles The prisoners were
then taken up to the top of tha hill aut-
slde Dinant and compelled to stay there
til 8 o'clock in the morning. On the ol
lowing day they were put Into
trucks and taken thenes to Cohleng
three months they remained prisoners ir
Germiany

Unarmed  elvilians  were killed in
masses at other places near the prison
Ahout ninety hodles were seen lving on
the top of one another In A grass square
opporite the econvent They included
many relativea of a witness whose dep-
ositfon will he found In the Appendix
This witness asked a German offfcer why
her husband had been shot, and he tald
her that it was hecause two of her sons
had bheen In the civil guard and had shot

An hour later the women |

Half an hour later |

ke the |

nt the Germans, As a matter of fact
one of her sons Was at that time In |
Liege and the other In Brussels, It is

stnted that hesldes the ninety carpasa re
ferred to above glxty corpses of oivil-
ians wera recovered from a hole in the

hrewery yard and that fortyv-elght hod- |

les of women and children were found
n a garden. The town was svstemall.
cally get on fire by hand grenades
Another witness saw a little girl of
seven, one of whose legs was hroken
and the other Injured by a bavonet
We have no reason to helisve that
the civilian populatton of Dinant gave
any provocation or that any other de-
fenea can be put forward to Justify the
treatment Inflicted upon its eltizens
As regards thia town and the advance
of the German army from Dinant
Rethel on the Alsne, a graphie
im given In the dlary of a Saxon oflleer
[Note-—A copy of this dlary was given

by the French military suthorities to
the Dritish  Headquarters Staff  In
Prance, and the latter have communi-

cated it to the Commitieea ] This diary
confirms what I8 clear from the evi-
dence as a whole both as regards thes:

and other distriets, that ecivilians wers
constantly taken as prisoners, often
dragged from thelr homes and shot
under tha directlon of the anthoritic
without any charge helng made against
them, An event of the kind I8 thus

referred to In a dlary entry:
ently 200 men were sho!,
have been some innocent men among
them. In future we shall have to hold
an inquiry as to their gullt instead of
shooting them."” The shooting of in-
habitants, women and children as well
as men, went on after tha (Germans had
passed Dinant on thelr way into France

“Appar-
There must

IDISTINGUISHED MEN ON COMMITTEE WHICH CONDUCTED ATROCITY INQUIRY

¥ EA
£

Sir Edward Clarke.

The housen and
and

“illages wers plllaged
property wantonly destroyed

THE AERSCHOT, MALINES, VIL-
VORDE AND LOUVAIN
QUADRANGLE.

Ahout August 8 a powerful screen of
cavalry masking tha general advance
of the Airat and second Gierman armies
was thrown forward Into the provinces
of Hrabant and Limburg. The progreas
of the Invaders wana contested at scvern!
points, probably near Tirlemont on the
Louvain road, and at Diest, Haelan ana
Schaften on the Aerschot road, by de-
ments of tha maln Relglan army
which was drawn up upon tha line of the
Dyle. In thelr preliminary skirmishes
tha RBelzians more than once galned
wdvantages, but after the fall on August

15 of t Inst of the l.ége forts the
gr line of ratlway which runs through
Liege toward Brussels and Antwerp in
one direction mand toward Namur and
e French frontier in another fsll into
the hands of the Germans  From this
moment the advones of the maln army
W swift and irresistible. On August
1% Louvaln and Aermchot weres occupled
Vv the Germanas, the former without re-
s Bltance, the latter after a atruggle

which resuited eariy in tha day In the
retlrement of the Belginn army upon
Antwerp. On August 20 the Invaders
made thelr entry Into Brussels,

by the towna of Aerschot, Mallnes. Vil-
vorda and louvaln 18 A rich agricul-
tural tract, studded with amall villages
and comprising two conalderable citien,
Louvain and Malines. Thia distriet on
August 18 passed Into the hands of the
Giermana, and, owing perhaps to Iitm
proximity to Antwerp, then tha ssat of
the Belgian Government and headquar-
tera of the Belglan army, it became
from that Aate A mcene of chronie out-
raga, with respect to which the com-
mi‘tes has recelved a great mans of evi-
dence

The witnesaes to thess occurrencen are
for the most part imperfectly educated
persons who cannot give accurats dates,
#o 1t 18 Impossible in some cases to fix
the dates of particular erimes, and the
total number of outrages Ia 80 great
that we cannot refer to all of them In
the hody of the report er pgive
wll the denosi‘ions relating to them in
tha Append.x. The maln eventa, how
ever, are abundantly clear and group
meelves naturally round thres daten
gust 1% August 25 and Septembe:

New Ountrames After Defeat,

The arrival of the Garmana {n the 4!s-
triet on August 1% was marked by sys-
tematic massacres and other outrages At
\erachot Iitself,

llages

On August 26 the Bealgians, sallying
it of the defences of Antwerp, attacked
a German positions at Mnallnes, drove
the eanemy from the town and reoccuplad

many of the villages, such aa Samps’,
Hofstade and Eppeghem, In the neigh-
r d And just as numerous out

iges against tha clvilian population had
eon

the Immediate consequs

temporary repu of the (ierman van
guard from Fort ron, 80 a large body
f depositions test! to the fact that a
ilden outhurst of eruslty was the re
spanse of the Garman army to the Rel-
glan victory at Malines The advance of
the German army to the Dyvle had been
accompanied by reprehensibla and in-

ised (in certain cames) terrihle outrages,
but these had been, it would appear,
iwnlated acta, some of which are attribu-
t#1 by witnesses to indignation at the
check at Haelen, while others may have
heen the oonsaquance of drunkenness
But the battla of Malines had results of
A different order,

In the first place it waa the occarion
f numerous murders committad by the
German army (n retreating through the
villag:m of Sempat Hofstade, Eppeghem,
Flewyt, and elsewhera
n it led, an !t will ha shown Iater,
mAamacres plunderingm, and burn-

rEn

| door

| AlAen-da-C; vars Tnok!s g "
The quadrangle of territory bounded | Atden-ds-Camp w lInok'ng at us f

| “This_wil] be serious for me!

T

(Gelrode and mome other |

i

|
|
|

In the sscond |

at Louvain, the signal for which
was provided by ghots exchanged be-
tween the (iermaon narmy retreating after
ts repulse at Mallnes and some meme-
hera of the German garrison of I.ou-
vain, who mistook thelr fellow coun-
rvmen for Helgians lastly, tha en-

sr Al Malines seema ‘o have stung
the (iarmans intn establishing & relgn
f terror 'n 80 much of the dlstriet com-
prised in the quadrang'e a8 remained In

thelr power Many houses were Ae-
troved and thelr sontents stolen. Hun-
Ireds of prisoners were locked up in

varioua churches, and wers In fome In-
stances marched about from one villags
ither. Some of theas were finally
onducsted to Louvain and I'nked up with
the hands of prisonera taken in Louvaln
1f, and sent to Germany

tae
where

(i Beptamber 11, when tha Germans
were driven out of Aerschot across the
river Demer by a succeasful sortie from
\ntwerp, murders of clvilians were tak-
ing placa in tha vilinges which the Rel-
ginn army then recaptured from the
(jermans These crimes bear a strong

gomblanes to those committed in Hof-
dude and other viilages after the battle
af Malines

AERSCHOT AND DISTRICT.

I'eriod I, (Angust 17 and Follow-
Ing Dayn).

The German army entered Aerachnt
quite early in the mormming, Workmen
going to thelr work were serized and
tuken ns hostagen,

The tiermans, apparently already ir-
ritated, proceeded to make a search for
tha priests and threatensd to burn the
convent (I the prlests should happen to
o found there

roups, and when ho denled it, the
HBurgomaster was blamed hy the officer
I'hie privst then showed the ofMicer the
potlces  an the walls, elgned hy the

Burgomaster, warning the inhabitants
not to intervena In hostilitiea
It appears that they accused the priast

of having fired at the termans from
the tower of the chureh, This Is imn-
portant, because It |8 ona of the not

infrequent cases in which the Germans
iseribed Airtng from a ehureh to priests,

wherens In fact this firing cama from
Helginn  soldiers, and also because |t
seems to =hpw that tha tiermans' from

the moment of their arrival in Aerschot

Aand else-

|
1
\
i
I
|

One priest wns accuged |
iting the Inhabitants to Hre on the |

ware asrking to pick a quarrel with the !
inhabitants, and this goea far to explain '
thelr  suhsequent conduct Hostages

By thia time very manv of the troops
were drunk
('n the fol!

wine dayv a numbar of the

were coliected, untll 200 men, rome of elvilians were st under the ordera of
whom were Invallds, wers gathered to- an ofMcer, together w th the Nurgomas.
Eether ‘ | ter, his hroathor and o wnt. Of thir (ne-

Monsieur Tielmnna, the Rurgomaater,
was then ordered by some CGerman ofM-

cers to address the crowd and to tell |
them to hand In any weapana which |
they might have in thelr possossion at

the Town Hall, and to warn them that
any one who wns found with weapona
wotid he kil! A® A4 matter or
the arms In tha pessession of clvilian
had already been collected at the be
ginning of the war.  The Rurcomaster'a |
epeech resulted In the delivery one
gun which had been used for plgeon
shooting. The hostages wera then ra-
lensed.  Trroughout the day the town
wita looted by the soldiers.  Many shop
windowa wera hroken, and the conterts
of the shop fronta ransacked,

A shot wam fired about 7 o'clock In tha
evening, by which time many of tha eol-
dlers ware Arunk. The Germans wera
not of one mind aa to the direction from
which the shot procesded. Bome sald it
came from a Jaweller's ahop, and some
sald it eame from other houses, No ons
wan hit by thix shot, but thereafter Ger-
man soldiers began to fire In rnﬂuun‘
directions at peopla In the strects |

Tt I8 sald that a German general or
colonel was k'l'ed at the Burgomaster's
housa As far am the commitics have
been able to ascertain, the identity of
the afficer hias never heen revealed. The
tierman version of the story |a that he
wna Killed by the Aifteen-vear-old son aof
the Burgomaster; the committes, how
ever, s gatisfled by the evidencsa of sev-
eral Independent witnesses that some
German officers were stnnding at the
window of the Burgomaseter's house, that
A largs body of German troops wara in |
the square, that some of thess soldicrs
were drunk and let off thelr riflos, that
In the vollev ona af the oMeers stand.
ing at the window of the Burcomnster's
housa fell, that at the time of the acel-
dent the wife and son of the Hurgomas.
ter had gone to take refuge In tha colinr
and that neither Hurgomaster nor
his son weras In the least degres respon-
aiblse for the whicon aerved
the preteaxt tharqueant esxe
cutd and for tha firing and anck of
tha town

fact, !
\

of

the

OCCUrrence

e for thelr

un,

Mme,

[Nate —~This acrount agress ruyhstan-
tHally with that given In a letter writ-
ten by Mme Tielmans, tha Rurgamana
ter'a wife, which {s printed fifth
report of the Belgian Commiss'on The
lettar (= am follows

“Thia 18 how 1t happenad. Abnut 4 In
the afternoon my hushand was gih
clgars to the sentinels loned m* th
I saw that the General and his

Tielmnan's Accannt, |

n tt
3 1

tha baleony, and tald
Anora Just then 1 lonked
Grand Palars, whera
(Germans were en
sAw two columna
a fusillade
the houses,
them My children,
and myseslf had just time
the staircase leading to the
Germana weres esven firin the pasa-
sages of the Aftar a fow
uten of {ndeacrihable hormar, one af the
General's Aldea-de-C"amp cams down and
sald . 'The General |s dead, whera (s tha
RBurgomaster™ My hushand sald to me,
Ar he went |
forward, 1 eald the Alde-de-Camp, |
“You ean mee for vourself, sir, that my |
husband did not fire’ *“That makes no
Ad'ffarence.’ ha mald, 'he ia responaihle
My husband wam taken off. My son, who
was at my side, took us ntn another
cellar. The same Alde-de-Camp
ind dragged him out, and made him
kicking him ns he
The ponr bay could hardly wil
morning when 1o
the Germans hnd A hrough
1Wowa of the hon and A bullet had |
come Into the room whars my son was
and he had been wounded in the calf by
the ricochet. After my shand and son
hnd gons, 1 was drageed all through the
housa by Germans, with t res
lavellerd At my head 1 was compealield
to mea their dead ral Then
daugh*ar and 1 were thr

withant «lan

him to come In
towards the
maore than 2000
ed, and dist
of smoke 0!

Amp \
iwad by
were firfng on
thelr way inta
soarvant, |
to darh '
cellar The
into

the Germans

houses min-

o

me |

walk !n front of him,
waent

they

the

solp Mver

Genq

my |

& rast

wara
winded

compelled |
halaved tawr And then by
hideous light the fire |

mnesed ir

hy n

to witness
our
gaw ‘ham for

v tisd together |
to exerution ]
on fire with
Epecinl ] e

drageed from their h "
Ing,

peanle

n
Viready hurn
the atrests

we reched o A

and =ome were shot in
Many civillans S
field on the road te l.auvain and kapt
there all night. Meanwhila many of tha
inhabitants wera col'actad In the squars,

,and

"made to turn thelr hacka

vards ar

thay
| L}

! mitted elther Just hefore

cldent, which Is spolien to by many wit
NesRaN, A clanr s glven: “tier.
man soldlers came and took hald of me
And avery other mian they conld ses, and
eventually there were about =lxty of us,
including some of &0 (1 &, vearanf age),

thay made us accompany them

Al the prisoners had to wall

with thelr hands ahove their heads We
wera then mitonped and made to stand
In A line, and an oftteer, a e fat man
| who had a bhluish nr m ¢ ® ' aame
| nlong tha line and p'oled out the NBur-
gomaster, hia hroathier and his san, and
!some men who had been employved un

der the Ited Croas
pleked out

In all, ten men were
the remulnder ware
upon tha ten
1 than heard some shots fired and 1 and
thae other men turned round and we saw
all the ten mean, Including ths RBurgo-
manter, were Iying an the ground ™ This
Incident in spokien of hy other witnegseas
Aalso; soma of their depositions appear
in tha Appendix

Gelrode.

On the same day, at Cisjrods, a amall
village eclnee to Asrechnt, twentyv.five
clvilfana wears imiprisanad in the “hureh

seven wers taken out hy fifiesn (jermar
gnldlars In ehnree of an offlear Just out
de One of the sevenw tricd r
away, whersupon all tha six who re
mained bshind alve wers shot ™!
wus on the nignt of August 198 N
provocation whatever had been given
The men In question had heen genarched

and no arms had hean found upon them
Here, an at Ae schot utlong had
hoan taken pre ere the de
lvery up of all the hands
civillans
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AERSCHOT AND DISTRICT.

Perlod 11, (Angust

hattle of Ma-
the evacuation
dintr of M,
Eppeghen
wers COtne.
during tha
Many af the

were unarmed luding
young children, were killed

ting elrcnme

200
Immedintels
lines, whic
hy tha Germans of
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a lor series of muriders
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Was soen on his donrsten with'a bave

with |} hands '
The corpses of R
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killad with tha havonet

In a cafe a young man, aleo kille!
with tha bayonet, was holfAlng his hanids
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HIGHWAY IN

DAM—the greatest ergincering
close by the CLtff Dwellings
Camps at Glohe, and through
River

(THE EXPOSI

New Orleans Los Angeles

All Bteel Fqulpment
Bafety, Comfort, Bpeed
REMEMBSER, CALIFORNI

11568 Broadway

Cor, 27th 5t, . Fre
PHONE, FRANKLIN 3925

for all
“discover’’ their own Country

of

is the time—
good Americans to

En route te

The California Expositions

You will he afforded an opportunity to make
an automobile s

ide trip over
AMERICA

THE OLDES]
the Apache Trail

=—through the Arizona National Reserve to THE ROOSEVEL

feat of the Far West; passing
the Ahori t!
the Giant

HNes,

e (npp-‘f
the >alr

Gorge

. It is absolutely the finest one-day automobile trip in
America, and it is only ONE of the many attractions of the

Southern Pacific —Sunset Route

TION LINE

Choice of Rail or Water Route to New Orleans—thence

SUNSET LIMITED

(Fvery Dav in the Year

No Extra Fare)
San Diego 5an Francisco
Qll-burning Locamotives

PDEBY DINING CAR iIN AMERICA

A IS COOL IN SUMMER

For fuii informatiom ana interesting literature, write, ‘hona or sall
368 Broadway
(

39 Broadweay
nuklin St, £ Noar Wall B,

4

L\

-

AE
¥ - of
i fory
‘HE
| t
! v
B
14 3
1i 1] &
- -
Bl ane
" Y
l ! ! by
\
j' ¢
‘ i
k [
4 thoa,
i1 J' o
A ]
! f
HE
t »
{ 4
o
"
7!‘ o
i | :
g1l ¢
il .
e
R
IR
THE
i '
RS
I". .h
'
1 :
1)
R .
!l
'}.
o |
W |
{
1
N
|
(i i
LY
3



